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Partnerships‌

About Us:‌

D E C U S  ( D E C O L O N I Z I N G  C U R R I C U L U M S  I N  S E C O N D A R Y  S C H O O L S )  I S
A N  E R A S M U S +  P R O J E C T  ( 2 0 2 4 – 2 0 2 7 )  T H A T  S U P P O R T S  T E A C H E R S  I N
C R I T I C A L L Y  R E F L E C T I N G  O N  C O L O N I A L  L E G A C I E S  I N  E D U C A T I O N .  
I T  S E E K S  T O  C H A L L E N G E  E U R O C E N T R I C  N A R R A T I V E S  A N D  F O S T E R
P L U R I V E R S A L  A P P R O A C H E S  T O  T E A C H I N G  A N D  L E A R N I N G

EUROCLIO VUB (Belgium) QUEST (Belgium) Virgo Sapientiae Instituut
(Belgium)

1st Geniko Lykeio Amaliadas
(Greece)

LICEO STATALE ANGELA
VERONESE (Italy)



Disclaimer‌
Y O U R  W E L L - B E I N G  M A T T E R S .  T H I S  M O D U L E  I S  I N T E N D E D  A S  A
S U P P O R T I V E  A N D  E D U C A T I O N A L  S P A C E .  I F  A T  A N Y  P O I N T  Y O U
F E E L  U N C O M F O R T A B L E  W I T H  A  Q U E S T I O N  O R  A C T I V I T Y ,  P L E A S E
K N O W  T H A T  Y O U  A R E  F R E E  T O  S K I P  I T .  P A R T I C I P A T I O N  I S  A L W A Y S
V O L U N T A R Y .  Y O U  A R E  E N C O U R A G E D  T O  E N G A G E  O N L Y  A T  T H E
L E V E L  Y O U  F E E L  S A F E  A N D  C O M F O R T A B L E .  A B O V E  A L L ,  W E  C A R E
A B O U T  Y O U R  C O M F O R T ,  W E L L - B E I N G ,  A N D  C O N F I D E N T I A L I T Y .
P L E A S E  A L S O  R E M E M B E R  T O  T A K E  A  B R E A K  W H E N E V E R  Y O U  N E E D
I T ,  B R E A T H E ,  S T R E T C H ,  A N D  S T A Y  H Y D R A T E D .



P L E A S E  N O T E  T H A T  T H I S  S E S S I O N  W I L L  B E  R E C O R D E D  ( A U D I O ,  V I D E O ,  A N D
S C R E E N  S H A R E ) ,  W H I L E  B R E A K O U T - R O O M  C O N V E R S A T I O N S  W I L L  N O T  B E
R E C O R D E D .  T H E  R E C O R D I N G  I S  F O R  R E S E A R C H ,  E D U C A T I O N A L  Q U A L I T Y
I M P R O V E M E N T ,  A N D  A C C E S S I B I L I T Y  ( E . G . ,  C A P T I O N S / T R A N S C R I P T S )  A N D  W I L L
B E  A C C E S S I B L E  O N L Y  T O  T H E  O R G A N I S I N G  T E A M  A N D  R E L E V A N T  D E L I V E R Y
P A R T N E R S ;  I T  W I L L  N O T  B E  S H A R E D  P U B L I C L Y  W I T H O U T  A D D I T I O N A L
P E R M I S S I O N .  Y O U  M A Y  K E E P  Y O U R  C A M E R A  O F F  A N D  U S E  A  F I R S T  N A M E  O N L Y ,
A N D  W E  C A N  R E A D  O U T  Y O U R  Q U E S T I O N S  W I T H O U T  Y O U R  N A M E  O N  R E Q U E S T .  I F
Y O U ’ R E  C O M F O R T A B L E  B E I N G  R E C O R D E D ,  P L E A S E  T Y P E  “ I  C O N S E N T ”  I N  T H E
C H A T ;  I F  Y O U  P R E F E R  N O T  T O  B E  R E C O R D E D ,  M E S S A G E  T H E  H O S T  P R I V A T E L Y
A N D  W E ’ L L  M A K E  A R R A N G E M E N T S  S O  Y O U  C A N  F U L L Y  P A R T I C I P A T E .  T H A N K
Y O U  F O R  H E L P I N G  U S  R U N  A N  E F F E C T I V E  A N D  I N C L U S I V E  T R A I N I N G .

Recording & Consent‌



GETTING TO KNOW
EACH OTHER



Module1

Exploring colonialism, coloniality, and
decoloniality through the axes of

power, knowledge, being, gender,
and nature.

Module 2

Reflecting on power dynamics,
institutional accountability, and how

racism and white supremacy are
shaping education.

Module 3

Reimagining what we teach through
co-design, lived experiences, and

multiple perspectives

Module 4

Reimagining how we teach through
dialogue, collaboration, and diverse

ways of learning

Training Structure



Module 1 Overview
The Learning: Unpacking some key concepts  

Explore the core concepts of coloniality and its roots.

Examine colonial powers and the axes of the colonial matrix

(power, knowledge, being, gender, nature).

Connect these frameworks to personal and institutional contexts.

Reflect on how coloniality shapes teaching practices today.

Anchors for the Module



Module:  1  Overview
Agenda



Before we start

Please make sure to complete the
survey before we begin.  Your input
is very important for us and wil l
inform the development of future
sessions.

01 Please scan the QR code and upload
a picture of an object you have
recently purchased to the Padlet
wall  ( i f  you haven’t done so yet) .  This
object wil l  serve as the basis for our
reflection exercise.

02



What is another
word for

colonization?



A Glance into History

World Empires and Colonies in 1492 (Wikimedia Commons) 



A Glance into History

World Empires and Colonies in 1754 (Wikimedia Commons) 



Is colonization over?‌



A Glance into History

17 Territories Still Dependent on Colonial Powers (UN, 2023) 



Unpacking key concepts‌



Colonialism 

C O L O N I A L I S M :  

A  P O L I T I C A L ,  E C O N O M I C ,  S O C I A L ,  A N D
C U L T U R A L  S Y S T E M  I M P O S E D  B Y  A  D O M I N A N T
C O U N T R Y  T H R O U G H  T H E  C O L O N I Z A T I O N  O F
I T S  T E R R I T O R Y  T O  E X P L O I T  I T S  W E A L T H .  



 Settler Colonialism

S E T T L E R  C O L O N I A L I S M  I S  A  S Y S T E M  O F  O P P R E S S I O N  B A S E D  O N  G E N O C I D E
A N D  C O L O N I A L I S M ,  T H A T  A I M S  T O  D I S P L A C E  A  P O P U L A T I O N  O F  A  N A T I O N
( O F T E N  I N D I G E N O U S  P E O P L E )  A N D  R E P L A C E  I T  W I T H  A  N E W  S E T T L E R
P O P U L A T I O N .



 Settler Colonialism

S E T T L E  C O L O N I A L I S M  I S  A
S T R U C T U R E  R A T H E R  T H A N  A N
E V E N T ,  P R E M I S E D  O N  T H E
E L I M I N A T I O N  R A T H E R  T H A N
E X P L O I T A T I O N  O F  T H E  N A T I V E
P O P U L A T I O N .



Colonialism versus Neo-colonialism‌

Neo-colonialism

It is a variant of colonialism which does
not rely on physical force. Rather, it uses
cultural and market influences to enforce
integration into a core imperialist
economy



 ‌Neo-colonialism and Education‌

Scan the QR code to share an example on
Neo-colonialism in Education



 ‌Neo-colonialism and Education‌

Curriculum dominated by Western knowledge.

In education, Neo-colonialism can appear through:

Global rankings 

Language policies that privilege colonial languages.

Donor agendas shaping priorities.



Addressing all forms of
Colonialism



Decolonial Theory‌

•Emerged 90s from Latin American thinkers

•Decolonization of the 19th century was incomplete and
limited to legal-political independence

•They refer to the invasion of America as the beginning of
modernity with the category of race as a form of domination

•It is based on the idea that coloniality and modernity are
intimately linked



Modernity – coloniality dyad‌

•Coloniality is a global pattern of capitalist power that arises from
colonialism and is maintained after the independence of the
territories

•Modernity corresponds to the Western model of civilization
(anthropocentric and Eurocentric) and the denial of everything that
is outside

•Coloniality/modernity articulates a network of multiple power
relations based on racial, ethnic, sexual, economic and gender
differences

•The hidden agenda of modernity is coloniality
Paint “The castes” - XVIII



Coloniality
of Nature

Colonised
people &
Nature

Coloniality
of Gender

Multiple Axes of the Colonial Matrix of power

Coloniality
of Power

Coloniality
of Being

Coloniality
of Knowing

Nature as an object
to be dominated and
exploited (Ecocide)

Race-based hierarchical
domination system

(Genocides)

Female colonisation is
twofold: Racial inferiority &

gender subordination
(Femicide)

Dehumanisation, erasure &
alienation of the Other/
“colonised” identity &
heritage (Genocides)

Hegemonic Eurocentric
system of knowledge
production & culture

(Epistemicide)



Let’s Take a
Break‌

P L E A S E  T A K E  T H I S  T I M E  T O  S T R E T C H ,  B R E A T H E ,  A N D
S T E P  A W A Y  F R O M  T H E  S C R E E N  I F  Y O U  C A N .  C A R I N G

F O R  O U R  B O D I E S  A N D  M I N D S  I S  P A R T  O F  O U R
C O L L E C T I V E  L E A R N I N G  J O U R N E Y .



Think about  the object  you uploaded and Write  a  short
comment on Padlet  connect ing your  object  to  modern/colonia l
matr ix .  Ref lect  on how the object  ( i ts  product ion)  re lates  to
colonia l i ty  of  power,  knowledge,  being/mind,  gender,  and
nature.

Activity 1: Unlocking the Coloniality Matrix 

Individual Reflection‌
 15 mins



Activity 1: Unlocking the Coloniality Matrix 
Collective Reflection & Sharing‌

We will now move into breakout rooms for group
reflection and reconvene in plenary after 15 minutes
to share insights.



Activity 1: Unlocking the Coloniality Matrix 

Collective Reflection & Sharing‌

How was it?



Our complicities in perpetuating the
colonial matrix of power‌

People like us enjoy privileges that come only from
consuming the lives of others:
•We have learnt to take pleasure in consuming nature and the lives of
others (consumerism).

•We have learnt to find satisfaction in the suffering of nature and others.

•Our lives are founded on separating ourselves from others (individualism
and hedonism) and from nature (anthropocentrism).



Let’s Take a
Break‌

P L E A S E  T A K E  T H I S  T I M E  T O  S T R E T C H ,  B R E A T H E ,  A N D
S T E P  A W A Y  F R O M  T H E  S C R E E N  I F  Y O U  C A N .  C A R I N G

F O R  O U R  B O D I E S  A N D  M I N D S  I S  P A R T  O F  O U R
C O L L E C T I V E  L E A R N I N G  J O U R N E Y .



Uncaging Education:‌
 ‌R E F L E C T I N G  O N  T H E  P A R R O T ’ S  T R A I N I N G  T H R O U G H  N E W  L E N S E S



In your breakout rooms, explore the guiding

questions on Padlet.  You don’t need to answer

them all .  Focus on the ones that spark

conversation, resonate with your experiences,

or surprise you. Take a moment to also leave

your reflections as comments on Padlet,  so we

can gather them collectively.  This is not about

fixing, but about reflecting together.

Activity 2: Uncaging Education 

 30 minsCollective Reflection‌



Please take a moment to read through the Padlet reflections of other
participants. Notice what resonates with you, what you can relate to,
what surprises you or makes you wonder. 

Harvesting Collective Reflections
through a Gallery Walk‌



Congratulations, you made it to the end!‌

Take a step back, reflect, and feel
free to share any questions that

you might have‌



TAKE-HOME
MESSAGES AND

FEEDBACK



SEE YOU IN
MODULE 2!

Decolonizing Curriculums in
Secondary Schools

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed
are however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily
reflect those of the European Union or the European Education
and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA). Neither the European
Union nor EACEA can be held responsible for them.
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